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Chair Update ï December 2009  

 
And so I find myself writing my second update as Chair at the end of what can only be described 
as óvery busyô for PASIC. Overall 2009 has seen some significant changes in the way PASIC  
operates ï all of which has been specifically designed to ensure we are able to carry on our work 
for many years to come. 
 
By far the most public achievement this year has been the award of a Children in Need grant. This 
will enable us to ensure we can continue with our trips and Easter / Christmas parties, as well as 
looking at our newsletter and other communication processes. The award of the grant is a huge 
achievement for PASIC and one which would not be possible without the hard work of all of the 
committee ï notably Maria Tucker and Bea. 
 
Maria Tucker has undertaken a vast amount of work on behalf of PASIC to look at our fundraising 
activities and how we can maximise our income potential. Not only has she led the successful  
application to Children in Need but she is also working tirelessly to develop other income streams 
and sponsorship from other corporate and fund giving organisations. Income generation has been 
a significant challenge during 2009 and looks set to remain difficult as we move into 2010 ï it is 
only through the hard work and dedication of all of our supporters and volunteers that we are able 
to continue providing the services we do ï on behalf of the Board of Trustees I would like to thank 
all of our supporters and volunteers for their help over the last year and we look forward to  
continuing this work with you in 2010. 
 
Continuing the theme of planning for the future we have implemented a number of key new  
policies and procedures to ensure that we are meeting our commitments with the Charities  
Commission and other regulatory authorities ï to support this Jackie Bucknall has taken on the 
formal role of PASIC Child Protection Officer and is responsible for ensuring we discharge our  
responsibilities effectively to deliver safe and secure services. 
 
Finally, I am really looking forward to the Christmas party on 10th January  2010 where we are 
having a Christmas Carvery this year in place of the traditional buffet. Many people have com-
mented that the quality of the food could have been better at previous events and Lorraine Scat-
tergood has worked closely with the Village to design a Carvery style Christmas menu which will 
allow us all to have a hot Christmas dinner, as well as a childrenôs menu offering and vegetarian 
option. Our special guest for the day (the one who wears the red clothes and is always very tired 
having travelled all around the world delivering presents) has requested some nice, sweet pud-
dings and treats for after dinner which I know Lorraine is working hard to arrange for us. We al-
ways value your feedback on our events but I am particularly keen to hear from you this year 
about whether you like the Carvery meal offering ï please let us know what you think so we can 
ensure you are getting more of what you like at these parties. 
 
All that is left for me to do is to thank you all for your 
continued support and wish you all a very happy  
Christmas on behalf of PASIC ï we look forward to  
seeing you all at the Christmas party. 
Can I ask you to please contact Jackie Bucknall on 
01159670902 to ensure that she has received your  
reply slip if you plan on coming to the party?  We have 
had problems with the postal service and want to try 
and ensure that we donôt disappoint anyone on the day. 
 
Richard Eaton ï PASIC Chair 
 
 

 



CHANCE TO DANCE  - 10 YEARS ON 
 

Once again families, friends and supporters of the Sarah Adamson School of Dance in Hucknall were treated to an 
exceptional display of talent during this yearôs Chance to Dance show at the Mansfield Palace Theatre, from the very 
tiny tots to the more mature members, one of whom has recently celebrated her 80

th
 Birthday!!! 

 
This was the 10

th
 year that the show has been staged by Sarah Teer who runs the dance school.  Itôs also the 9

th
 

year that Sarah has chosen to support PASIC and make a donation from the proceeds of the show, which in the past 
has been Ã1000 a year, so we are really very grateful for Sarahôs continuing support. 
 
Iôve been to many of the shows and they get better and better each year, so much professionalism shown by so 
many people.  The costumes are beautifully made and the hard work that goes in to every aspect of the  
performances is evident.  The varied programme included ballet, tap and modern dance and ended in a very lively 
finale featuring songs from ABBA and the enormously successful MAMMA MIA! 
 
 

 

Three of the dancers from the show are pictured 
here; they are Isobel Teer, Lauren-Amber Saxon and 
Megan Singleton. 
I am already looking forward to next yearôs show and 
I highly recommend that you come along and will let 
you know through the emailing list what dates the 
show is taking place.  



Bea Brunton - PASIC Coordinator 
Ward E38, Queenôs Medical Centre, 
Nottingham, NG7 2UH 
01624 747629 or 07713092304 
mail@pasic.org.uk  
www.pasic.org.uk  
 

Hello Everyone 
 

Is anybody else wondering where has this year gone?  Everything seems to be so hectic 
nowadays so I wanted to take this opportunity to write and give you an overview of the work 
that PASIC does.  PASIC provides emotional, financial, practical and social support to fami-
lies, children and young people affected by cancer, leukaemia or brain tumours. This may be 
done by spending time with families on the wards or in clinics, visiting them at home,  
providing a 24 hour answerphone service, networking at our Christmas and Easter parties or 
on our outings to Butlinôs or Drayton Manor Park.  The families tell us that the best thing about our parties 
and outings is that it gives them precious time together as a family, something that they miss when the  
family has to be separated because the sick child and a parent is in hospital.  PASIC is user-led and as such 
tries to provide support in ways that the families tell us they need it 
 

PASIC also provides this newsletter which can either be sent by post or read online, this gives the families a 
chance to read about ways in which they can receive support and in which PASIC has received support from 
others.  We also have a growing emailing list that is used to pass on information that may be of use to fami-
lies, should they choose to follow it up.  The emailing list has enabled families to give feedback about their 
cancer journey and become involved in work carried out by various organisations who are seeking to im-
prove the services provided to families of children and young people diagnosed with cancer, leukaemia and 
brain tumours. The email list also enables parents to ask for, and gain, support from others in a similar situa-
tion thus alleviating the sense of isolation that can be felt during your cancer journey. 
 

PASIC networks with many other groups that provide support to families, children and young people. This 
can be groups providing therapeutic breaks to children and young people as well as groups that provide  
holidays for the whole family, from wish granting charities to corporate volunteer schemes that will provide 
much needed practical assistance to families.  
 

PASIC provides support for as long as a family wants to stay on its database.  This can be beneficial to the 
families as many of the organisations we deal with will support children, young people and their families for 
many years after treatment has finished.  We welcome the opportunity to work closely with ClicSargent and 
are planning some collaboration on a young peopleôs challenge that will be showcased at next years Annual 
Childhood Cancer Charities and Support Groups conference in Oxford.  This is an event that brings together 
children, young people, parents and professionals and I highly recommend attending if you are interested.  I 
have attended for a good many years and I always come away feeling empowered and informed.  There is a 
separate article about the conference in this newsletter. 
 

PASIC seizes every opportunity it can to represent families and give them a voice. Seeking to give families, 
children and young people a voice has led to involvement in several initiatives including Aiming High for  
Disabled Children. Of particular importance is the effort to secure better service provision for the families of 
children affected by a brain tumour as they may be thrust into a world they are not used to dealing with and 
have significant support needs throughout their lives.    It is particularly important that we raise awareness of 
the issues that our children, young people and parents have to face.  We try to do this in a positive way as 
parents generally donôt like to complain.  If families make us aware of the issues they are facing we will do 
our utmost to support them.  In our experience, ward and clinic staff are 
always eager to address and resolve any issues raised by parents. That 
said, it is the user/carers voice that is the strongest and if you would like 
to help PASIC represent families please do get in touch. 
 

Finally please do remember that support is available to you whenever you 
need it, even during the Christmas and New Year period. PASIC has a 24
-hour helpline available where there is usually someone there to take the 
call, if not you can leave a message and someone will return your call as 
soon as possible. 
 

Wishing you all a peaceful Christmas and New Year. 
Hope to see you around!   
Luvnhugs 
Bea  xx 

mailto:mail@pasic.org.uk
http://www.pasic.org.uk/


 

Childhood Cancer Charities and Support Groups Conference 2010  

Plans are well underway for the 2010 conference of childhood cancer charities and support 
groups.  The event, hosted this time by Daisy's Eye Cancer Fund, will take place on Friday 18 
and Saturday 19 June 2010 at the Barceló Hotel in Oxford. 
 
The 2010 conference theme is "when life gives you lemons, make lemonade", and the program 
will place a strong emphasis on quality of life for all family members following a child or  
teenager's cancer diagnosis.    
 
Activities will begin on Friday afternoon with the NACCPO AGM and support workers meeting, 
followed by a Caribbean themed networking evening, which will include a fun treasure hunt for 
younger visitors. 
 
Saturday's conference will include an engaging morning speakers program and a choice of 
break-out sessions in the afternoon. A professionally led workshop for brothers and sisters of 
children with cancer will run throughout the day and The Mobile Creche Company will provide 
high quality care for children of all ages at the "Runaway Bay Activities Program".    
 
A team-building challenge for young people affected by cancer will also run parallel to the  
afternoon break-out sessions.  Through "Have We Got News For You!ò up-to five teams of 8-12 
participants each will have 2.5 hours to write, direct and produce a news bulletin about childhood 
and adolescent cancer.  A professional cameramen and HD camera assigned to each team, and 
final professional editing, will ensure the finished products are of high quality for future use by the 
participants and charities.   
 
The conference website has more detailed information about all of the above: 
www.daisyseyecancerfund.org/oxford2010.   
 
Registration for the conference will open in January 2010.  However, you may book hotel  
accommodation earlier.  Please read carefully the Venue page of the conference website for  
information about special accommodation arrangements with the Barceló Oxford Hotel. 
 
This conference will be a very family-friendly event, with something on offer for all ages.  Don't 
forget to visit the website - www.daisyseyecancerfund.org/oxford2010 - for more information.  
 
I look forward to welcoming you to Oxford in 2010.  Please feel free to be in touch if you have 
any questions.   
 
Best wishes, 
 
Abby White 
2010 Conference organiser. 

Daisy's Eye Cancer Fund   
A Global Response to Childhood Retinoblastoma.  

www.daisyseyecancerfund.org  
DECF @ SickKids Hospital Foundation, Canada. UK charity #: 111-11-33. Kenya registered NGO.  
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